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  Josh Sylvester is originally from Avon, Conn. and played at 
Gordon College in Mass. where he was a two-year captain and 
four-year starter.  His responsibilities will focus on perimeter 
player development, scouting and recruiting.  Josh was recently 
married and resides in Tolland, Conn. with his wife Megan.  I am 
pleased to have John and Josh as part of the Wesleyan basketball 
program.
  

Seniors
  Tim Holland was selected by his teammates to be the team captain 
for 2004-05. Tim has steadily improved his game each year.  He 
was a valuable sixth man as a sophomore and made the transition 
to a starter last year.  Earning a starting position and maintaining 
that position is not an easy thing to do.  
  When the environment is a competitive one, a starter must prove 
himself to his teammates on the court on a daily basis.  The more 
competitive the environment, the tougher it is to keep that starting 
position.  TimÕs competitive drive is one of his strongest traits 
and his leadership will be especially important this season.     
  Tim is an American studies major with a concentration in history.  
He plans to gain some paralegal experience in New York before 
attending law school. Currently, Tim is serving a second term as 
vice-president of the Student Athlete Advisory Council.
  James Wallace is a pre-med and physics major, captain and 
starting tight end on the football team who will be a second-year 
member of the basketball team.  He made the unprecedented 
move from the video booth to the basketball court in 2003-04 
and provided an instant impact with his toughness, leadership 
and poise.  
  James is off to a strong start on the gridiron and I expect that the 
contributions he will bring to the basketball team in his second 
year will be greater than in his Þrst.

Returning Players
   As our most experienced frontcourt player, Robert Kelly must 
solidify our frontcourt play while the less experienced forwards 
adapt to the college game.  Consistent rebounding, defensive 
presence and leadership by Robert, the only junior on the team, 
are vital ingredients for a successful season. 
  The rebounding aspect of our game is a major concern and while 
each player must block out and rebound for his position, if we 
are to become a dominant rebounding team the center and for-
wards must make a major impact on the defensive and offensive 
boards.
  The class of 2007 consists of Þve players and is predominantly 

Dear Friend of Wesleyan MenÕs Basketball:

Greetings!

  The fall has arrived and the opening practice of the 2004-05 
season is rapidly approaching.  The process of becoming a team 
has begun as the players spend time together in small group 
study sessions, on the court and in the weight room.  The return-
ing players must set the tone for all and the desire that is being 
demonstrated by the Þrst- and second-year players is a pleasantly 
positive, but not a surprising, aspect of the preseason.

The End of an Era
  The home games in the Þrst portion of the season will be the 
Þnal contests played in the cozy conÞnes of Alumni Fieldhouse.  
The addition to the Freeman Athletic Center, which began in 
November of 2003, is near its completion.  Included in the ad-
dition is a premier Division III gymnasium, a 7,500-square-foot 
Þtness center and eight international squash courts.  
  The 1,200-seat arena will be our new home court and the ad-
dition to Freeman will be a great beneÞt to the entire Wesleyan 
community.  The addition will be complete in January of 2005.  
Check out our website as we get closer in order to Þnd out the 
date of the Þrst game in our new facility.

Coaching Staff
  My staff for 2004-05 includes a second-year man and a newcomer 
to Wesleyan basketball.  John Lott, who volunteered his services 
last year, will focus on strengthening our frontcourt defense with 
daily post defense and rebounding work.  He established strong 
relationships with the players last year and I expect his contribu-
tion to Wesleyan basketball to grow this year.
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The new gymnasium 
is taking shape.  The 
scoreboard and side 
baskets are in place and 
the ßoor is being laid.



a perimeter group.  Returning at the point-guard position is Jared 
Ashe.  As a starter last season, Jared allowed us to become a team 
that was a threat to fast break at every opportunity.  His court 
vision, aggressiveness and leadership are valuable traits for a 
point guard.  Adding depth at the point-guard position are Doug 
Rubenstein, who gained experience during conference play last 
season, and Andy Zelmanowitz, who is returning to the team 
while working towards a graduate degree.
  Jim ShepherdÕs perimeter play will enable us to stretch the de-
fense with his three-point shooting.  Josh Hartz adds versatility 
to our core of perimeter players with his toughness and Blake 
Curry provides an athletic presence at both ends of the ßoor.

Freshmen
  The presence of forwards Nick Pelletier, Sean Collins and Sam 
Grover will bolster our frontcourt immediately with their energy 
and competitive nature.  It is imperative that competitive situ-
ations are created in order to achieve at the highest level.  We 
will practice with the goal of establishing a frontcourt that will 
rebound, protect our basket and be difÞcult to defend. The perim-
eter players in the freshman class will be expected to challenge 
their counterparts in the sophomore class.  Eric Winters and Will 
GrifÞn are wing players who possess the skill and toughness to 
earn playing time.  Will is the third Wesleyan student in the GrifÞn 
family.  WillÕs father, John (Õ70) and his grandfather, John H. (Õ38) 
enjoyed a Wesleyan educational experience.  Mike Raymond, 
also a defensive back on the gridiron, will bring toughness and 
his exceptional passing skills to the basketball team.

Joe Summa: New England Basketball Hall of 
Fame Inductee
  Joe Summa (Õ71) was recently inducted into the New England 
Basketball Hall of Fame in a ceremony held at the University of 
Rhode Island.  He is the Þrst Wesleyan player to earn this honor.  
In his senior year Joe received the prestigious Bob Cousy Award.  
This award is presented to the outstanding collegiate player in 
New England (all divisions) under six feet tall.  

Congratulations Joe! 

Thank You!
  I would like to extend a special thank you to Frank and Beth 
Shepherd.  The new shooting shirts we are wearing this season 
are their generous gift to Wesleyan basketball.  On behalf of the 
entire team a huge thank you for your thoughtfulness.  
  I am pleased and grateful for the gifts that so many of you have 
given in support of Wesleyan University basketball.  Your gifts 
assist me in providing the most meaningful experience possible 
for all of our players.  I appreciate your continuing support.
  My recruiting for the class of 2009 is well under way, but you 
can still help!  If you identify someone who may be a prospective 
student-athlete for Wesleyan basketball, I encourage you to call 
me (860-685-2918) or email me at gmcdowell@wesleyan.edu 
and I will follow up with him.     

Sincerely,

Gerry McDowell

Donation to Wesleyan Men's Basketball
I'm enclosing this check to help support the

Wesleyan men's basketball program

__________________________________________
(Name, Class)

__________________________________________
(Address)

 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
(Phone & email address)

THANKS!!  Please make your check payable to:
Wesleyan Men's Basketball  

and mail to:
Gerry McDowell, 

Men's Basketball Coach
Wesleyan University,

Freeman Athletic Center
 Middletown, CT  06459

Your donation is tax-deductible!!
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2004-05 MEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

 Nov.  19 (Fri.) Courtyard by Marriott Tip-Off# HOME 8:00

  20 (Sat.) Courtyard by Marriott Tip-Off HOME 12:00/2:00

  23 (Tue.) Williams Away 7:30

  29 (Mon.) W.N.E.C. Away 7:00

 Dec.  1 (Wed.) Eastern Connecticut Away 7:00

  3 (Fri.) Skidmore Invitational@ Skidmore 5:30

  4 (Sat.) Skidmore Invitational Skidmore 1:30/3:30

  7 (Tue.) Emmanuel Away 7:00

  10 (Fri.) Oneonta St. Tournament% Oneonta 6:00

  11 (Sat.) Oneonta St. Tournament Oneonta 12:00/2:00

 Jan.  3 (Mon.) Albertus Magnus HOME 7:30

  7 (Fri.) Union Tournament& Union 6:00

  8 (Sat.) Union Tournament Union 1:00/3:00

  11 (Tue.) Amherst HOME 7:30

  14 (Fri.) Williams* HOME 7:30

  15 (Sat.) Middlebury* HOME 2:00

  21 (Fri.) Amherst* Away 7:00

  22 (Sat.) Trinity* Away 3:00

  28 (Fri.) Tufts* HOME 7:30

  29 (Sat.) Bates HOME 2:00

 Feb.  4 (Fri.) Bowdoin* Away 7:00

  5 (Sat.) Colby* Away 3:00

  12 (Sat.) Connecticut College* HOME 2:00

  19 (Sat.) NESCAC Tournament^ TBA TBA

  26/27 (S/S) NESCAC Championship^ TBA TBA

 #1st-round:  Western Conn. vs. Maine Maritime, Wesleyan vs. Wentworth
 @1st-round:  Wesleyan vs. Nazareth, Skidmore vs. C.C.N.Y.
 %1st-round:  Wesleyan vs. Rensselaer, Oneonta St. vs. Hartwick
 &1st-round:  Wesleyan vs. Conn. College, Union vs. St. Joseph's (VT)
 *NESCAC game     
 ^by qualiÞcation only



Friends of Wesleyan
Men's Basketball
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Wesleyan University
Middletown, CT 06459

2004-05 PRESEASON MEN'S BASKETBALL ROSTER

Name Class. Pos. Ht./Wt. Hometown/Secondary School

Jared Ashe* So. G 6-1/180 Stamford, CT/Stamfor d HS

Sean Collins Fr. F 6-6/2 00 Old Lyme, CT/Old L yme HS

Blake Curry So. F 6-3/200 Leominster, MA/Leominster HS

Sam Glover Fr. F 6-6/190 Williston, VT/Cha mplain Valley HS

Will GrifÞn Fr. G 6-2/1 70 Chevy Chase, MD/Bullis School

Josh Hartz So. F 6-3/185 Perth, Australia/Phillips Exeter Academy (NH)

Tim Holland** Sr. G 6-4/200 East Williston, NY/Wheatley School

Robert Kelly* Jr. C 6-7/230 SpringÞeld, MA/NorthÞeld Mt. Hermon School

Nick Pelletier Fr. F 6-6/210 Amherst, NH/Souhegan HS

Mike Raymond Fr. G 5-10/170 Newton, MA/St. John's Pr ep

Doug Rubenstein* So. G 5-10/165 South Orange, NJ/Columbia HS

Jimmy Shepherd* So. G 6-3/190 Charlevoix, MI/Phillips Exeter Academy (NH)

James Wallace Sr. F 6-2/240 Hartfor d, CT/Glastonbury HS

Eric Winters Fr. G 6-2/185 Stow, MA/Nashoba Regional HS

Andy Zelmanowi tz Gr. G 6-0/175 Weston, FL/W estern HS

*2003-04 Letterwinner  (5)      **Captain


