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1.    Provide a brief overview of the organization for which you will intern or 
program/project you are developing. 
  

Projects-Abroad is an organization devoted to international volunteerism, offering 
well-structured programs that provide field placement, transportation, lodging, meals and 
the support of local staff. With over 100 trained staff at its various destinations, and 
offering over 80 generic placements and a wide choice within these placements, Projects-
Abroad is now the leading volunteer placement organization in the US. Dr. Peter Slowe, 
a geography professor in England, founded Projects-Abroad when he realized the 
growing demand for students who wished to volunteer/intern abroad but lacked 
international connections. With this in mind, the programs are designed specifically to 
engage and teach students through the form of work and cultural experience. 
  
2.  Briefly provide details of the internship or experience, including responsibilities and 
tasks. 
  

Projects-Abroad has three offices in Ghana: one in the capital Accra, one in the 
seaside town of Cape Coast and another in the semi-rural village of Akuapem Hills. Once 
I have received my placement in one of these three locations, I will receive more 
information regarding my host-family, school and support staff. Ghanaian teachers will 
act as supervisors in the classroom, however I will have the opportunity to plan lessons 
and teach in either a grade school or a middle school, most of which rely almost entirely 
on Projects-Abroad volunteers for English instructors. Although English is the national 
language of Ghana, Ghanaian children grow up mainly exposed to their local tribal 
languages, so I will have the best of both worlds—the ability to communicate while also 
gaining exposure to Ghanaian languages. My subject of instruction is not limited to 
teaching English, however, as there is also math, geography, music, sports, (particularly 
soccer which is very exciting!), drama, art and other extra-curricular activities. I will live 
with a host-family who lives within walking distance to my school. I will be provided 
with my own room, all meals and boiled water, because the tap water is to be avoided. 
The chance to live with a Ghanaian family is one of the most thrilling aspects of this 
program outside of the classroom experience, as I will have the incredible opportunity to 
bond and understand Ghanians and their culture, which is all the more exciting because 
Ghanaians are known for being the most welcoming people in Africa! 
   
3. How will this experience enhance or broaden your career goals? 

 
Running or reading, fighting or writing, children live every moment with an 

infectious enthusiasm, an untamed energy that yells and screams “More!” More 
knowledge, more fun, more friendship, more skill, more life! Children’s magnetizing 
excitement has led me to serve as a youth coach, tutor and counselor. Year after year, I 
have returned to working with children because they have all the potential in the world, 
and it need only be noticed and guided by a mentor for a child’s mind to develop and 
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contribute great things. Whether they are setting up basketball picks, sounding out big 
words or seeking out the best hiders in an intense game of hide and seek, children give 
every endeavor their all. While helping a child learn to play silly games, or even showing 
a seven year-old how to pull a soccer move may not lead to any great intellectual 
breakthrough, I have devoted my time to such activities because the relationships that 
have stemmed from such interactions have inspired me, and have led me to believe I can 
influence the way children see themselves and the world.  

Although my appreciation for children is nothing new, my understanding of 
children has changed dramatically in the last few years. Having worked with both country 
club kids and children living in the projects of Richmond, I have seen firsthand how 
unequal educational foundations lead to unequal life opportunities. Aware of the wide 
range of scholastic discrepancies and the impact of these discrepancies on individual 
children, I am eager to spark enthusiasm and hope in places that need it most. Since 
coming to college, my perspective has been broadened thanks to my teachers, and I am 
no longer just passionate about children, but am now bursting with the need to help those 
who might not receive any otherwise. 

When I first began to consider teaching abroad, I was immediately drawn to 
Ghana because I am extremely interested in how the West treats (or mistreats) Africa. 
Regardless of how much I read, I am still so far removed from their reality and the idea 
of going to Ghana, working with the people and living as they live is absolutely thrilling, 
mind-blowing and a little overwhelming! I cannot think of any place I would rather go, 
nor any experience I would rather have. I know that if I were granted the means to teach 
children in Ghana, I would receive an unparalleled education. Although it is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, it is also an expensive opportunity that I could not dream of doing 
without financial assistance. I have worked a number of jobs every summer since I was 
thirteen, and although I have enjoyed the ability to prepare myself for the future 
economically, I realize the importance of preparing myself professionally. 

I am planning to declare a major in English this spring. I love literature, I love 
discussions and I love those moments of sheer awe after reading something truly 
inspiring. I confess, however, that on more than one occasion I have wondered, “Where 
does this major get anyone!?”  I have seen the answer in the wide eyes of a child who has 
just finished reading a whole book by himself. Although the satisfaction of helping 
someone learn how to read is immense, however, I do not know if I want to devote my 
life to teaching because I believe there are other ways of sparking reform.  

The Dana grant, the gift of opportunity, would allow me to experiment and 
expose myself to a whole other reality. My ultimate goals in life are to discover a career 
about which I am excited to immerse myself in every day. I know that I love kids and so 
teaching is a natural response to this goal; however I must first gain the experience of 
actually attending school on a daily basis, creating lesson plans every night and designing 
activities that keep the children engaged and enthused so that I can find out if I am still 
engaged and enthused!  I do not want to find myself resigning to any career but instead 
striving for my desires. To teach in Ghana this summer would be to cross a potential 
career path, and as the Ghanaian proverb agrees, “Only when you have crossed the river 
can you say the crocodile has a lump on his snout.”  I want to cross the river and find out 
if teaching internationally could be my passion, and the Dana grants me that chance. 
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