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Marina took over the international 
and immigration issues.  Now there 
are housing meetings and orientation 
for new graduate students. I 
wondered if the graduate students in 
the past had all these meetings as we 
do now? Thanks to the departments 
that offer BA/MA program and also 
the OGSS, the BA/MA program is 
now more visible to undergraduates.
          The present administration are 
responsible for the new addition of 
the graduate lounge in the OGSS. An 
important change that was made 
recently by the OGSS was the 
introduction of online registration of 
courses for graduate student, which 
eliminated the hassle of sometimes 
even forgetting to register for 
courses. The introduction of the 
graduate barbeque in the beginning 

fact is not true.  Many of us still have 
several options for our career. If 
given a chance, at least a few of the 
attendees, would have preferred to 
attend both the industrial career 
opportunities presentation by Ms. 
Roberts and academic jobs by the 
graduate students from the past who 
currently hold academic positions at 
various schools. One thing that we 
see now, which to my knowledge 
was not true in the past, is the 
frequent meetings of the committees 
of GSA with OGSS to discuss the 
reasonable needs of the graduate 
students and trying to fulfill the 
needs as much as possible. The new 
GSA president is doing an excellent 
job of maintaining a GSA web site 
all by herself and updating with 
necessary information for the 
students, and also, bringing back the 
once disappeared GSA Newsletter. 
Overall, the OGSS and the GSA has 
begun an active new era. We hope 
the graduate students will be 
projected well in the community, as 
it had been in the past, and an 
undergraduate at the school will not 
surprised to hear that graduate 
programs do exist at Wesleyan.
 Senthil Perumal, Chemistry

completing a U.S. tax return for the 
first time or if you have completed a 
return in the past and are 
uncomfortable with any aspect of this 
requirement, we strongly 
recommend that you attend this 
session.  It is very important that your 
tax filing is complete, accurate, and 
legible.
   * I will be sending out more 
information during February and 
March including Cintax instructions 
and the date of the seminar. Please 
don't hesitate to contact me if you 
have any questions.

Christine Rodrigue,
Staff Accountant
Wesleyan University
Financial Services
237 High St.
North College 423
crodrigue@wesleyan.edu, 
Phone (860) 685-3502, 
Fax (860) 685-2814.
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of the Fall semester for the new 
incoming graduate students, like the 
one they have for the 
undergraduates was a great idea. 
Barbara conducting the exit seminar 
for the graduating students makes 
life a lot easier than what it was in 
the past, as we have heard from the 
students who graduate every year. 
OGSS organizing a tax seminar 
with the Office of Financial 
Services every year assists the new 
students, and the old students alike, 
in filing their taxes. One recent and 
important event that was organized 
by OGSS was the First Annual 
Graduate Career Day and was 
inaugurated by the Dean of 
Mathematics and Sciences, Prof. 
Joseph Bruno, Chemistry.  The 
event was very informative and 
useful. The graduate students were 
exposed to the facilities and the 
assistance that could be availed 
from the university resources. What 
was not planned well was the fact 
that it was assumed that the students 
have already decided what they 
want to do in the future, like either 
academics or industries, which in 
fact is not true. Many of us still have 
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Graduate Housing
 Committee

 Meeting
Monday, February 28, 2005

Attendance:  Alicia Every, Rich 
Decapua, Marina Melendez, Mel 
Fogarty, Nick Hockin, Paula Matei, 
Manny Cunard, Alina Britchi       

Lease Revision Update: Rich met 
with Michael Benn, Wesleyan’s 
attorney.  Mike wondered why 
there is a week to week pay option 
in the lease at all.  If the contract is 
terminated then a student should 
come into Reslife to negotiate 
weekly payments if they need to 
stay longer.  If a student doesn’t 
come in to discuss their plans and 
they don’t move, they should be 
evicted.  Mike confirmed to Rich 
that he would look into CT’s laws 
on leases and get back to him in a 
few weeks.

Website: Reslife is handling the 
undergraduate housing for next 
year presently and that should be 
finished up by the end of this week.  
Cody, Rich’s assistant, will be able 
to spend the two weeks of spring 
break finishing the updates to the 
graduate housing on the website.  
There will only be information 
about the graduate housing not 
what is vacant.  That just can’t be 
done.

Room Change Policy: Rich 
reported the possibility of graduates 
completing a form online for room 
change availability.  This would 
allow Reslife greater access to 
contact graduates who wish to 
move from one campus housing 
option to another.  Rich passed out 
the form used by undergraduates 
and asked the committee for their 
edits via email.  He will present the 

the committee for their edits via 
email.  He will present the draft of 
the graduate form to the committee 
in the March meeting.

Recommendation for music 
practice space: Mel and Manny 
spoke of the possibility to create 3 
small practice rooms in the 
basement of PW.  Music House, 397 
will be sold.  The question remains 
what is the commitment of the 
music department to provide music 
practice and office space for their 
graduate students.  Manny and Mel 
will go ahead and check into the 
bidding process for those rooms to 
be converted at PW.  Nick will 
discuss the “music group house” 
with the faculty in the department.  
Nick showed his findings from the 
survey he did with all the music 
graduates.

Marina brought up the concern that 
other graduates would wonder at the 
specific attention given to the needs 
of music students.  The question of a 
house that served more of the 
general need for graduates would be 
worthwhile.  Graduates would like 
to have a space on campus to 
entertain other events other than 
meetings.  There is no recreational 
space for the graduate community 
on campus.  

The question of finding another 
“music house” was discussed and 
could this house be open to all 
students who wished to practice and 
play music.  It was suggested that a 
proposal for a “graduate 
recreational” house should be 
created. The timing is right to 
present to Senior Staff.

Language for Music students on 
the application: It was suggested to 
add this sentence to the application:  
“Are you interested in living a house 
where musical instruments are 
practiced?”

Minutes of the 
Graduate Student 

Association
February 15, 2005

   The first item on the agenda that 
was discussed was the need for a 
space on campus for GSA 
events/meetings.  Some possible 
ideas proposed by Alicia Every were 
the following:
  (1) A Graduate House in which 
there would be no residents, and 
would be used for GSA events.
  (2) A GSA House that would have 
residents but would be willing to 
host events. 
  (3) A Graduate Lounge located in 
the New Campus Center in the Fall 
of 2007. 
  (4)  A larger room that could 
accommodate 40-50 people and 
would be used for GSA meetings, 
events, or parties.
    After the discussion, it was 
agreed upon that a proposal would 
be written and presented at the next 
GSA meeting before it is distributed 
to the administrators.  
   A few questions were asked about 
GSA funding.  There is some 
confusion on how to request funding 
for a GSA event and what funding 
can be used for.  A form will be 
distributed, detailing the funding 
policy and how funds can be 
requested at the next GSA meeting.   

   There were several complaints 
about the size of Weselyan e-mail 
accounts.  Chris Wade offered to 
look into this and talk to ITS.  

   Practice space for music students 
was discussed.  The GSA Housing 
Committee is working on this issue 
in conjunction with the Housing 
Administrators to find a solution to 
this problem.

Alicia Every          Marijo Kambere
President, GSA       Secretary, GSA

Graduate Student Association Web Site     www.wesleyan.edu/grad/gsa


