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Papers of Jeanne Brown Krochalis (1921- ) (Wesleyan MA in English, 1946), cofounder
of the Suffield/Wesleyan Writers Conference, English teacher at Suffield Academy and
Our Lady of the Angels Academy, Enfield, Conn., and close friend and assistant to Irish
poet and playwright Padraic Colum. She served as Chair of Manuscripts and Scholarships
to the Suffield Writers Conference (1957-69) and Director of the Conference (1969-ca.
1984), seeing its move from Suffield to Wesleyan. She is the sister of Philip B. Brown
(Wesleyan class of 1944 and Trustee), the daughter of Elizabeth Bransfield Brown
(Wesleyan class of 1907), and the niece of Helen Bransfield (Wesleyan class of 1904).

Krochalis and her husband Edmund assisted Padraic Colum in 1970-72 in the last months
of his life which were spent in an assisted living facility in Enfield, Conn. They answered
correspondence, took notes, and helped him with revisions to literary work and a
projected volume of his memoirs. In this collection are a number of Colum-related
documents including play typescripts, correspondence, and photos. Related material can
be found in the Padraic Colum Papers and Wesleyan Writers Conference Records in the
Wesleyan Archives.

Contents include Wesleyan MA coursework, including class materials and essays with
comments by Fred Millett and Wilbert Snow (1945-46); correspondence with Padraic
Colum, Irish publishers, and Irish literary organizations (all chiefly 1960s); documents
reflecting her teaching; notebooks from the Wesleyan Writers Conference taken as a
participant (1980-94); her writings, including several about Padraic Colum and notes
taken from dictation and audio recordings for an unpublished volume of Colum's
memoirs; 3 inscribed play typescripts by Padraic Colum: "Balloon," 1968;
"Glandalough,"” n.d.; "Moytura,” 1960; a separate collection of correspondence between
Padraic Colum and Harry and Alice Lappin (1920-32), approx. 20 pieces; photos; family
photos of Elizabeth Bransfield Brown '07; and one Young Emeralds [Portland, Conn.]
Catholic Total Abstinence Union of America Badge, after 1882.
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Items removed:

to textile collection: Black mortarboard and tassel belonging to Elizabeth Bransfield
Brown '07.

to Middletown collection: Portland, Connecticut. 125 Years of Incorporation 1841-1966.

to vertical files: Photo of Keser's Float [Portland, Conn.], Connecticut Tercentenary
parade, June 29, 1935.

to SC&A stacks:

Cappelli, Elisa. Abbecedario per imparare a leggere e scrivere contmporaneamente.
Firenze: Adriano Salani, 1914.

Macaulay, Thomas. Macaulay's Life of Samuel Johnson, Edited With Notes and an
Introduction by William Schuyler. New York: Macmillan, 1905. Inscribed "W.
Bransfield 1906."

Shakespeare, William. As You Like It —The Arden Shakespeare. Boston: D. C. Heath,
1904. Inscribed "Bessie P. Bransfield '07."

Whitney, William Dwight. A Practical French Grammar. New York: Henry Holt, 1887.
Incribed "Geo W. Hartwell '03."



