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October 2008 

neW Library staFF 

Since the last issue of Check it Out, 
which appeared in May, the library 

has hired three outstanding new staff 
members: 

Steve bischof, former Science Librarian, 
has been promoted to the position of 
Systems/Discovery Librarian. His new re-
sponsibilities include the especially com-
plicated technical work involved in keep-
ing our library computer systems running 
smoothly, and to facilitate the use of tech-
nology to locate and provide intuitive ac-
cess to library materials for our users. Our 
recently hired Science Librarian is Andrew 
Klein who has a bachelor of arts in chem-
istry from St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minnesota. He was trained to be a high 
school science teacher and he worked for 
one year as a teacher until he decided he 
had a greater interest in the library field. He 
received his master of science in library sci-
ence from indiana university in 2006. His 
first position as a librarian was at California 
State university in Northridge where he 
served as Science and Engineering Librarian 
from 2006 to 2008. Andrew is very ap-
proachable and friendly, and students 
and faculty will find him to be especially 
knowledgeable in all areas of science. 
Andrew’s personal interests include base-
ball and choral singing. 

Continued on page 3 

From the University Librarian 

What WesLeyan reaD During summer vacation 

Since the publishing world has estab-
lished a category for summer reading, I 
thought I’d begin the academic year by 

asking the Wesleyan community to report in. 
The Library has these titles or can get them 
for you. I hope you will be as inspired by this 
list as I was. It is fun to see that some of us 
read thematically, some by genre, and some of 
us are all over the place! Here are some of the 
reading reports I have received: 

Michael Roth, President: “The following 
were all wonderful reads: Quiet, elegant novels: 
Annie Dillard, The Maytrees; 
Per Petterson, Out Stealing 
Horses. Extraordinary, bois-
terous metafictions: Jay 
Kantor, Krazy Cat; Junot 
Diaz, The Brief Wondrous 
Life of Oscar Wao.” 

Michaelle Biddle, Head of 
Preservation Services: “Great Arab Conquests: 
How the Spread of Islam changed the World We 
Live In by High Kennedy. A detailed account 
of the first century of Islam’s spread . . . won-
derfully readable and detailed.” 

Joe Bruno, Vice President and Provost: 
“O’Callaghan’s 2003 Reconquest and Crusade in 
Medieval Spain. My curiosity was piqued dur-
ing travel in Seville, Cordoba, and Granada 
earlier this year . . . I’ve just started a biog-
raphy of Charlemagne; I’m telling people I 
began reading these latter books so as to learn 
how to obtain unfettered power, but really I’m 
just interested.” 

Alice Hadler, Associate Dean for 
International Student Affairs: “Only good 
stuff, of course :)—Out Stealing Horses by Per 
Petterson; Gate of the Sun, Elias Khoury; The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma, Michael Pollan; How 
Doctors Think, Jerome Groopman.” 

Mardi Hanson-d’Alessandro, Art 
Library Assistant: “My book group 
read Dickens’s Bleak House, which was 
fabulous. Old but applicable to our 

time; the use of language and char-
acter development was genius.” 

John Meerts, Vice President 
for Finance and Administration: 
“I am reading various text books 
and test prep books for my pilot’s 
license written test. However, 
for light reading I also brought 
along a book, Don’t Know Much About History 
by Kenneth C. Davis. It point out popular 
misconceptions or little-known facts about 
American history. And, of course, The New 
York Times. ” 

Jenny Miglus, Library, Manchester Papers 
Project: “In Spite of the Gods: The Rise of 
Modern India by Edward Luce. A well-written, 
unsentimental portrait of modern India.” 

G. Ravishanker, Associate 
Vice-President for ITS: “The Big 
Switch: Rewiring the World, From 
Edison to Google, which argues 
that Internet computing or cloud 
computing will soon replace lo-
cally supported IT infrastructure 
as well as the nature of computing 
itself [similar to] the transforma-
tion of electricity from locally installed gener-
ators . . . to Edison’s electric grid which leveled 
the playing field and eliminated the need for 
local electricity production.” 

Carolyn Sorkin, Director, Office of 
International Studies: “Half of a Yellow Sun 
by Chimamanda Adichie, was fabulous. The 
Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara by David 
Kertzer, is fascinating as history and disturbing 
for parents. Betraying Spinoza: The Renegade Jew 
Who Gave Us Modernity by Rebecca Goldstein, 
is a great mix of the personal and historical.” 

Victoria Stahl, Administrator, Center for 
Faculty Career Development: “I read 
Divisadero by Michael Ondaatje; 
Worldchanging: A User’s Guide for the 
21st Century by Alex Steffen, ed.; and 
Zadie Smith, On Beauty—all great!” 



    
      

      

 
  

       
   

        
 

        
      

 

 

    
     

 
       

     
      
       

     
       

 
      

 
  

  
 

  
     

 
   

         
       

       

      
        

      

     
    

 

     
 

        

  

 
         

 
                

 
             

             
           

          

 

   

Pat Tully, Associate University Librarian: 
“My major reading earlier in the summer 
consisted of biographies of John Brown, from 
contemporary accounts to recent biogra-
phies, that I started after reading Russell Banks’ 
Cloudsplitter, based on the life of Brown’s son 
Owen. After W. E. B. DuBois’s biography of 
Brown, I veered off and read The Souls of Black 
Folk and other works by DuBois. I then read 
Booker T. Washington’s Up From Slavery. John 
Brown was fascinating as a man who failed at 
every specific enterprise he undertook but who 
ultimately succeeded in polarizing the country 
so that the war—and the end of slavery—be-
came inevitable.” 

Krishna Winston, Dean of the Arts and 
Humanities: “My reading focused on the pre-

sentation Brian Stewart and I 
had agreed to give during New 
Student Orientation. The first 
book . . . was a graphic novel, 
As the World Burns: 50 Simple 
Things You Can Do to Stay in 
Denial by Derrick Jensen . . . I 
have been puzzled by the recent 

popularity of the graphic novel; based on this 
sample of one, I am developing an explana-
tion of the phenomenon that involves short 
attention spans and the influence of hypertext 
and advertising.” 

Each summer I begin my rereading of Moby 
Dick and Don Quixote. I also consume lots of 
war novels and was very moved by the contro-
versial Tree of Smoke by Denis Johnson. That 
prompted me to reread James Jones’s From 
Here to Eternity to compare how each author 
portrayed the “ordinary” trooper in World 
War II and Vietnam respectively. The original 
manuscript of Eternity was never published 
due to the obscene language of soldiers . . . 
I kept thinking how much Jones would have 
appreciated the leeway Johnson’s editors al-
lowed him! Finally, I read with great delight 
and concern Cory Doctorow’s not-so-futuris-
tic Little Brother. Brilliant provocateur! In ad-
dition, The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit: 
A Jewish Family’s Exodus from Old Cairo to the 
New World is Lucette Lagnado’s memoir of her 
childhood and move to New York City. 

Finally, I also read Chimamanda Adichie’s 
Half of a Yellow Sun. To Anne Greene, Director 
of Writing Programs, and to Joan Jakobson, 

who endowed Adichie’s appear-
ance last spring: Thank you! It 
was the only book on this list read 
by three of us, and I’m sure we all 
felt much closer to the novel be-
cause we had met the author. 

barbara Jones, university 
Librarian 

the photograph anD the book 

Since photography’s invention in the late 1830s, books have been illustrated using a wide 
range of photographic techniques. Sometimes artistic, sometimes documentary, often a 
fascinating blur between the two, photographically illustrated books raise myriad ques-

tions about the interplay between text and image. Often photographs seem to lend authenticity 
or an aura of truth to their subjects, but, in fact, many iconic photographs have been staged. 
Does this make them any less valid? Does the presence of interpretive text change the meaning 
of a photographic image? These questions, and more, are explored in Olin Library’s upcoming 
exhibition, The Photograph and the Book, on view from October 16, 2008 through January 
15, 2009. This exhibition showcases materials from Special Collections & Archives, ranging 
from a facsimile edition of William Henry Fox Talbot’s Pencil of Nature (1844–46), to 19th-
century Wesleyan students’ photography albums, to Edward S. Curtis’s monumental North 
American Indian (1907–30), to 21st-century artists’ books. 

The Photograph and the Book is part of Eye of History: The Camera as Witness, a series 
of exhibitions, talks, and films that explore photography and its role in historiography, his-
torical memory, and public life organized by Associate Professor of History Jennifer Tucker. 
For more information on Eye of History exhibitions and events, see http://eyeofhistory 
.wesleyan.edu/index.html. 

suzy taraba, heaD oF speciaL coLLections anD university archivis 
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neW interFace For 
the Library’s List 

oF inDexes anD 
Databases 

This summer the library introduced 
a new interface for our listing of 
electronic indexes and databases. 

The previous interface, which went online 
in 2000, was never designed for the large 
number and variety of resources to which the 
library now subscribes. The original Indexes 
and Database page started with a couple doz-
en traditional library indexes, but it has now 
grown to well over 200 different resources. 
The new interface provides the ability to 
perform keyword searching of titles and de-
scriptions of these resources, browse listings 
of resources by subject, or view a complete 
alphabetical listing of all resources. One of 
the features introduced with this interface is 
the ability to limit a search by resource type 
and/or format. This feature allows users to 
limit to resources that, for example, provide 
audio, or only those resources which contain 
full-text newspapers. The library has added 
a wide variety of new resources including 
reference materials, electronic book collec-
tions, and various research-quality Internet 
sites. Also on the Indexes and Database page 
are new types of resources including both 
free and subscription-based sources of sta-
tistical data, as well as resources that include 
streaming video, such as Dance in Video. If 
you have suggestions for other materials to 
include in the listing, please use either the 
feedback link located in the new interface, 
or you may also contact any of the librarians 
with your thoughts or suggestions. 

This new interface is based on a software 
package called CWIS (pronounced see-wis) 
developed by the Internet Scout Project at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. CWIS 
was originally designed as an application to 
“assemble, organize, and share collections of 
data about resources, conforming to interna-
tional and academic standards for metadata.” 
It was developed in support of the National 
Science Digital Library program, part of the 
National Science Foundation. 

steve bischoF, systems/Discovery Librarian 

FrienDs oF the WesLeyan Library 

September is an exciting time of year as students and faculty return to the library for 
the beginning of a new academic year, while the Friends plan programs for the coming 

year. We look forward to increasing our community outreach to let our users know about 
all of the resources available in the library, and we certainly hope that new friends will join 
the organization to support the library with their time and talents. 

On September 2, Karl Scheibe, Chair of the Friends board and Director of the Wasch 
Center for retired Faculty (as well as Professor of Psychology Emeritus) spoke to the 
Middletown rotary Club about the Wesleyan university Library Friends, the Wasch Center, 
and his vision for them in the future. in honor of Constitution Day on September 17, richard 
Adelstein, vice-Chair of the Friends board and Professor of Economics, presented a lively 
debate with John Finn, Professor of Government, in the Smith reading room of Olin Library. 
their topic was Article i, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Constitution, the Commerce Clause. 

Other events we will sponsor this year will include the second film in the Adaptation 
Series, a Friends’ collaboration with the Center for Film Studies exploring the translation of 
literary works to the screen. the Friends also look forward to bringing in additional speak-
ers and hosting in-house talks that will highlight interesting materials from our Special 
Collections and on book preservation. Further details about these events will be announced 
in the near future. 

because of an especially successful Friends book sale in May, we have already begun 
planning for another sale in May 2009. Our book sales raise funds for the library, and we en-
joyed seeing the delight of book lovers as they browsed the sales tables. the Friends extend 
their thanks to all the volunteers who make our book sales possible. 

if you would like to learn more about Friends events, become a member, volunteer to 
help with events, or donate items for the book sale, you may contact Jennifer Hadley at 
jthom@wesleyan.edu or (860) 685-3897. We certainly welcome your ideas as well as your 
feedback. We also hope you will visit our continuing book sale, located on the first floor of 
Olin Memorial Library, just outside the Smith reading room. 

JenniFer thom haDLey, Library assistant (scores & recorDings anD WorLD music archives) 

New Library Staff  (continued from page 1) 

Dot Samson, the Access Services Coordinator in Olin Library, retired last June. Kathleen 
Cataldi now fills Dot’s position, in which she is responsible for the coordination of materials, 
both electronic and physical, that faculty request for course reserves. Kathleen has 31 years 
experience as a business education teacher at Westbrook High School, and she is proving to 
be exceptionally talented in her work in the reserve Department. Students and faculty will, 
i believe, find her extremely efficient and a pleasure to work with. 

rebecca E. McCallum was recently hired as Cataloging Librarian. rebecca received her 
master’s in library and information science in May 2007 at the State university of New York 
at buffalo. She also has a master of arts in musicology from the Eastman School of Music 
at the university of rochester completed in 2004 and a bachelor of arts in German stud-
ies from Dartmouth College. She has a wide variety of pre-professional library experience, 
has taught music courses at the Eastman School of Music, and has received a variety of 
honors and other awards. rebecca will be responsible in Olin Library for both original and 
complex copy cataloging of materials in all formats in English and in other languages. in 
addition to her work in the Cataloging Department, rebecca will also catalog materials in 
Special Collections & Archives including rare books, artists’ books, local history, and archival 
collections. 

it gives me great pleasure to congratulate Steve bischof on his promotion as well as to 
introduce Andrew, Kathleen, and rebecca as colleagues in the library. 

aLan J. nathanson, bibLiographer/reFerence Librarian 
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getting more bang For the buck—creating 

shareD coLLections

Access to books, articles, data, record-
ings, images, and other resources has 
improved immeasurably since the 

advent of electronic formats. Wesleyan stu-
dents and faculty are now able to find and 
use more information than ever before, with 
an Internet connection from anywhere in the 
world. This convenience, however, comes 
with a price. Although online resources often 
cost less per title than print resources, they 
are frequently bundled into large packages, 
so that libraries must pay for access to some 
material that is rarely if ever used. Pricing 
models for online resources vary widely from 
publisher to publisher, and we frequently ex-
perience annual price increases of 10 percent 
or more. 

As a result of these cost pressures, libraries 
have had to realign their budgets to cover the 
increased cost of online resources, squeezing 
the budget for books and other physical re-
sources. Most library consortia are explor-
ing ways to share their collections to mini-
mize unnecessary duplication and to maxi-
mize the number of books available through 
their consortia. The CTW Consortium, 
consisting of Connecticut College, Trinity 
College, and Wesleyan University, was re-
cently awarded a grant by the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation to develop a collabora-
tive collection development model that will 
address these crucial issues. 

Since its formation in 1987, CTW has 
found many ways to share collections. 
Students and faculty may request an item 
from Trinity or Connecticut College and 
have it delivered in one business day via the 
CTW delivery service. Librarians selecting 
expensive or esoteric books for Wesleyan 
University Library routinely check to see 
whether our CTW partners already own 
those titles before making purchase decisions. 
These informal practices have increased the 
number of books that we can quickly provide 
for our users. The Mellon Grant will allow 
CTW to refine and document these practices 
and to increase their effectiveness. Lorraine 
Huddy, hired by CTW to coordinate the 
project, is working closely with the librarians 
at all three institutions. 

The first phase of the project is to ana-
lyze the library collections at Connecticut, 
Trinity, and Wesleyan, and to compare them 
to the libraries of our peer institutions. Once 
the analysis is accomplished, it will be used 
as the basis for revising and documenting 
collection development goals and policies 
for each academic discipline, working closely 
with faculty to ensure that the policies sup-
port teaching, learning, and research. Finally, 
CTW will develop a collaborative collection 
development policy to minimize the pur-
chase of duplicate materials of limited inter-
est within the consortium. As a result, we will 
be able to purchase access to more resources 
for the benefit of the students and faculty at 
all three members of the CTW Consortium 
while still maintaining the integrity of our 
print collections. 

pat tuLLy, associate university Librarian 

Library DepartmentaL
teLephone numbers 

oLin Library, Front Desk.............685-2660

reFerence anD research ..............685-3873

circuLation Department ............685-3877

reserve oFFice.....................................685-3852

interLibrary Loan...........................685-3876

acquisitions Department ..........685-3834

cataLoging Department .............685-3845

seriaLs Department ....................... 685-3888

art Library........................................... 685-3327

preservation Department ..........685-3875

science Library .................................685-2860

scores anD recorDings ............. 685-3898

speciaL coLLections/archives 685-3864

WorLD music archives..................685-3826

Check It Out is a publication of the Wesleyan 
University Libraries that has been published three 
to four times annually since 1998. Its purpose is to 
offer timely information to students, faculty, and 
staff of recent developments in library technologies 
and resources available at Wesleyan that will assist 
them in using the libraries in the most effective ways 
possible. 

Articles are contributed by library staff members, 
and the publication is edited by Alan J. Nathanson, 
bibliographer/reference librarian, anathanson@ 
wesleyan.edu, (860) 685-3869. 

Funding for CheCk It Out is provided by the Friends oF the Wesleyan library. 
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