
A
ugust 27: Drop-off day . We had looked forward
to–and dreaded–this day ever since the acceptance
letter arrived. Both of us knew that drop-off day was

the beginning of a life-changing parent-child adjustment. 
As the day approached, dorm accessories were bought,

to-do lists were made, and emotions surfaced. We were
excited yet scared, confident yet
nervous, eager for August 27 to arrive
yet fearful for what it symbolized. 

When it was over, we wondered
how other parents and students felt
about this momentous day. Did they
have the same mix of anxiety and
excitement we did? How similar were
parents’ and students’ concerns? We
wanted to know, so we interviewed
some parents and students about drop-
off day. We asked students: “What was
your main concern about drop-off day?
What do you think was your parents’
main concern?” We asked their parents
the same questions.  Here are the
responses:

Liz Jones’05, from Pittsfield,
Massachusetts: 

“I was concerned with making a
good impression on everyone. I didn’t
want to be left out of any activities
taking place on campus. More than
anything, I was determined to meet as
many new people as possible.

“I think my parents were preoccupied with moving my
belongings into my room. They stayed an extra day just to
make sure all my appliances worked. In fact, I think they
were thrilled at the prospect of decorating a new space. I

A
n endless procession of bands, floats and civic
g roups marched down Middletown’s Main Street on
S u n d a y, Sept. 2, honoring the city’s 350th

a n n i v e r s a r y. About 100 Wesleyan students worked
feverishly the day before to create a float portraying the
facades of College Row; 75 of them marched with it.

The parade was a highlight in a
year filled with events marking
Middletown’s history. From 1651,
when the first English settlers
established themselves among the
Algonquians, Middletown has
witnessed waves of immigration, the
rise and fall of industries, good times
and bad.

A s t roll through Indian Hill
Cemetery to the west of campus
suggests the changing character of the
city as revealed in family names on
gravestones dating to the 1700s. The
cemetery was the last land held by the
Wangunk tribe as English settlers
s p read from the Massachusetts Bay
Colony through Hartford and
Wethersfield and then to Middletown.

Middletown acquired its name in
1661 for its location midway between
H a r t f o rd and Saybrook, though today
students speak of it as roughly halfway
between Boston and New York. Early
settlers farmed the land, but by the
mid-1700s properties had been
subdivided so much that young people could no longer
depend on the land for a living. Instead, they turned to
shipbuilding and trade, ushering in an era of growth and
p ro s p e r i t y. A local teacher and historian, Elizabeth
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Wa r n e r, described this period
extensively in A Pictorial History of
M i d d l e t o w n ( 1 9 9 0 ) .

By the time of the A m e r i c a n
Revolution, Middletown had become
a major riverport with local sea
captains engaged in the Tr i a n g l e
Trade among the colonies, the We s t
Indies, and England. One local
m e rchant, Samuel Russell,
established a trading business in
Canton, China, importing opium and
exporting fine teas and silks to
E u rope and the United States. Wi t h
his considerable wealth, he built a
mansion at the corner of High and
Washington Streets, now one of
Wesleyan’s signature buildings. In
September 2001, the house was
designated a National Historic
L a n d m a r k .

Prior to Wesleyan’s founding in
1831, war between France and
England disrupted trade and bro u g h t
c o m m e rce to a standstill, with
devastating effects on Middletown’s
e c o n o m y. One salutary re s u l t ,
h o w e v e r, was that a group of
businessmen decided to lure an
educational institution to the city to
c reate jobs and enhance pre s t i g e .
Their first cast yielded A l d e n
Partridge’s American Literary,
Scientific, and Military A c a d e m y,
which occupied what are now North
and South Colleges. As Elizabeth
Warner notes, however, Partridge
was a man “more concerned with
money than education,” and finding
success to be elusive, he moved his
school to Vermont in 1829. Two years
later the buildings were off e red to
Methodist churchmen who founded
We s l e y a n .

Soon, manufacturing became
established in Middletown, the local
economy revived and the Irish
launched Middletown’s next wave of
immigration. By 1850, the Irish
constituted one-quarter of the
population. 

Middletown began to acquire its
p resent-day character beginning

about 1870, when small businesses
displaced residences on Main Stre e t .
Reputed to be the widest main stre e t
in New England, Middletown’s
t h o ro u g h f a re was lined by trees that
gave the city its nickname, “Fore s t
C i t y.” Sadly, the hurricane of 1938
considerably diminished
Middletown’s tree population.

In 1872, Wesleyan became co-ed.
H o w e v e r, the success of women
students inspired fear and ill-will
among male students, leading the
B o a rd of Trustees to limit We s l e y a n
to men. The last women graduated in
1912; women did not enroll again
until 1970. 

Jewish, German, and Polish
immigrants came to Middletown
beginning in the late 19th century,
but Italians became the dominant
g roup. Even today, Italian is spoken
in many of the businesses on Main
S t re e t .

Middletown’s and We s l e y a n ’ s
histories are entwined in countless
ways, including the education of
Middletown residents at We s l e y a n .
Many of the names still re s o n a t e
t o d a y. These stories are part of an
exhibit at the Middlesex County
Historical Society titled “Their Own
Stories: Voices from Middletown’s
Melting Pot.”

Among the noteworthy local
graduates was Elias “Allie” Paul
Wrubel ’26, who published 300 songs,
40 of which made the Hit Parade. In
1947 he won an Academy Aw a rd for
“Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.” He died in
1973 and is buried in Indian Hill
C e m e t e r y. 

Other stories recounted in the
exhibit include those of Louis LaBella
’21, the son of a shoemaker who
became a prominent surgeon at
Middlesex Memorial Hospital;
Frances Nejako ’07, the daughter of
Polish immigrants who served for
decades as a celebrated and beloved
Latin teacher at Middletown High
School; Daniel Donahue (1875), judge
of the city court and a noted poet;
and Michael Xenelis ’40 who wrote a
memoir titled Nicholas and Eleni of
Lesbos: The True Story of One Family’s
Transition from a Greek Village in the
Ottoman Empire to Mainstre a m
American Society.

Middletown has a rich history.
For those interested in learning more ,
Wesleyan University, 1831–1910:
Collegiate Enterprise in New England,
by David Potts ’60 (Yale University
P ress, 1992), is an excellent sourc e .
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A
s parents, we wondered how our
children were faring after the
events of September 11 and what

they were thinking. I was on campus
October 16th and asked students their
thoughts. What I heard were
thoughtful, respectful, and diverse
opinions, expressions of tolerance,
sadness, shock, and deep hurt. I also
heard students say that it is difficult to
express thoughts on campus if you’re
not “ultra-liberal.” Also of note is
consistent praise of the administration
for its timely and sensitive response.

Lelah Baker-Rabe ‘04, Ojai, CA
“I felt the administration responded in
a timely and concerned way. They
immediately showed their presence
through clear and constant
communication with students. They
provided a lot of support and
information, as well as continued
concern in the following weeks with
discussions, lectures, and staff support.
In my opinion, they couldn’t have
handled it better.”

David Jay ’04, St. Louis, MO
“My reaction was immediate shock,
both about the events taking place and
the response of the U.S. media and
government. While trying to
emotionally process what had
happened, I remember feeling
confused and frustrated. I was trying
to take it in, trying to grieve, and
already the media was pointing fingers
at Islam and the president was talking
about evil and retaliation. I wanted
everything to slow down, I wanted to
deal with what was going on, not
jump past it to retaliation.”

Tim Ridout ’04, Wayland, MA
“The attacks have made it very
difficult to focus. Although no one I
knew was among the victims, the
whole thing made my studies seem
trivial, and I’ve spent a lot of time
reading the news and thinking about
the situation. Although I don’t like
war, the Taliban has left us no choice 

but to use military aggression. The
consequences of inaction would
be worse than attacking Afghanistan.
If the Bush administration told the
American people to turn the other
cheek, I would be out there
protesting.”

Arun Patnaik ’05, New Delhi, India
“Terrorism can happen anywhere, to
anyone. I have grown up with this all
my life because of the conflict between
India and Pakistan. I didn’t view the
situation in terms of Americans dying
but simply in terms of people,
whereever they may be, dying. The
U.S. rarely has to deal with things like
this.”

Raven Maldonado ’04, Brooklyn, NY 
“I had almost a double perspective at
the same time—I was shocked at the
bombing and death, but I also felt the
U.S. needs to assess how its policies
indirectly harm others and to
understand why people resort to
violence against us.”

Mike Goodwine ’05, Middletown, CT
“I like to think in terms of options—
the U.S. could negotiate, use sanctions
and diplomacy. But none of these has
worked and I think, now, there are no
other viable options to military
action.”

Tom Cornish ’05, Lyme, NH
“It was a very hard time because as
freshmen we were making a major
adjustment anyhow. During the first
few days, it was very hard to
concentrate. I felt very secluded from
the world.”

Bryan Kinneen ’04, Cambridge, MA
“I felt very affected personally because
it seemed so close to home. The
Wesleyan community did a great job
of pulling together—everyone was
very caring.”

Adam Faris ’04, Bethesda, MD
“Unlike the majority on campus, I
support Bush’s approach.”

Deanna Neil ’03, Glencoe, IL
“My first reaction was extreme
emotional sadness and shock, and the
Wesleyan community was very united.
I was also extremely distracted and
found it very hard to study. Since
September 11, however, opinion on
campus has become more diverse and
people are disagreeing about how to
respond.”

Jacob Robinson ’04, Houston, TX
“I consider myself very liberal, but
Wesleyan is an ultra-liberal campus
where there’s enormous pressure to
think one way. If you don’t take the
ultra-liberal position, you can get your
‘head bitten off.’ I wanted to debate
the issues in a rational way, but too
many people wouldn’t listen.”

Tom Rabstenek ’03, New York, NY
“I find it very hard to think about—I
get lost in emotion. I feel that my
home has been wrecked and it has
affected me deeply.”

Laura Vickers ’04, Wayland, MA
“For many of us, this fear is so new
that it isn’t real yet. It was experienced
at first, then pushed away. I saw
horror in the eyes of my comrades and
for a few hours we thought our
parents might be dead. Kids who have
been complaining that ‘we are a
generation divided for lack of a cause’
feel they can be activists now.”  

Editor’s Note: My husband, Ted ’64,
and I lived in Afghanistan from
1971–73. Our hope during this crisis is
that the Afghan people achieve the
peace and stability that has eluded
them so long. We dream of an end to
the extraordinary poverty, disease,
illiteracy, malnutrition, starvation, and
war that, sadly, has not eluded them.
Ironically, the current crisis may help
Afghans rebuild their society.

STUDENT VOICES: THE WORLD TRADE CENTER AND SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

By  Christine Ridout P’04
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also suspect they were worried about
whether I would acclimate myself.”

Liz’s mom, Carol Jones: 
“I think our main concern was

whether we would have enough time to
get all the things moved in and set up.
On drop-off day, 9:00–1:00 was the
allotted time to move into the dorm.  If
the move went perfectly, with no extra
trips to the store to buy the things you
forgot and no negotiating of space with
the roommate, four hours would be
enough. But, my husband and I felt very
rushed and were unable to attend any of
the information sessions—which we
really wanted to do. We were glad we
had decided to stay overnight to pick up
the extra things Elizabeth needed.

“My main concern was for
Elizabeth to feel comfortable where she
was living and to have a few people she
could meet during orientation. I think
one of the best things we did was to
walk around the dorm and introduce
ourselves to other people in the house
and familiarize Elizabeth with the house
layout. I feel this was one important
thing that was not really addressed,
except informally, by other members of
the house. The transition from home to
dorm life might have been made a little
easier with some type of ‘welcoming’ or
‘let’s get acquainted’ activity.”

Jenny Mariaschin ’05, from New York
City: 

“I was worried that I wouldn’t
know what to do with myself, that
nothing would be organized, and that I
would give off a horrible impression. I
was also worried about saying goodbye
to my parents, especially my sister. “I
thought my parents’ main concerns
were logistics and the sad goodbye.”

Jenny’s mom, Karen Robbins
Mariaschin

“My main concern was that my
daughter feel comfortable with her room
and dorm mates and that she would be
welcomed by other friendly students.

“My guess is that my daughter felt
the same way—except she might have
been more unsure about what to expect
regarding logistics.”

Justin Leroy, ’05, from Longmeadow,
Massachusetts: 

“Okay, my main concern about the
first day was that it would be extremely
awkward and uncomfortable, including
meeting my roommate. I’m not really a
people person, so I don’t like to meet
new people. Luckily, everyone was
really nice. My roommate, Paul, and his
family were also very pleasant. 

“I think my parents’ big concern
was that they weren’t going to set
everything up well and we wouldn’t be
able to find the right buildings and
everything. I think they worried that I
would have trouble getting everything
set up and that I would adjust poorly.
They thought my concerns would be
dealing with all of the people I had to

meet, as well as the size of the room and
not having enough space for all my
stuff—I have a small room compared to
others in the house.”

Judging from these responses,
students were focused on meeting
people, making good impressions, and
finding friends. Parents wanted to make
sure their children had everything they
needed to be functional and comfortable
in their rooms, in addition to connecting
with friends. For us, drop-off day was
fraught with conflicting emotions
because we knew it was the start of an
important transition. Having
successfully survived, however, we feel
confident about future challenges we
will both face in our Wesleyan career.

DROP OFF DAY

continued from page 1

From the Editor: All parent ideas, particularly concerns and questions,
are welcome. Please send them to cridout@mediaone.net. Thank you.
Christine Ridout P’04

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT WESLEYAN THIS WEEK?
For a detailed look at the current week’s activities, check out this great
site: http://www.wesleyan.edu/wesweekly/weekly.html .

BRADLEY AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE

Shuttle service to and from Bradley International Airport is available
for students during anticipated heavy travel days at the beginning and
end of all breaks. For detailed schedules, reservation information, and
costs, visit http://www.wesleyan.edu/parents/shuttle.html or contact
Frank Marsilli, Campus Center Coordinator, at 860-685-3559.

WANTED: YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS!
In our increasingly electronic age, communication between parents and
Wesleyan is greatly facilitated through the use of e-mail. If you haven’t
h e a rd from the University via e-mail, it could be that your curre n t
a d d ress is not on file. Please add or update your address today by
sending a note to parents@wesleyan.edu, indicating your pre f e r red 
e-mail address. You’ll automatically begin receiving WesOnline Monthly,
a new electronic publication providing alumni, parents, and friends of
Wesleyan with a brief summary of news pertinent to the University.

IMPORTANT DATES FROM RESIDENTIAL LIFE:
All University housing closes (except for senior wood frame houses) at
12 noon on Saturday, Dec. 22, 2001. University housing will re-open at 
9 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 18, 2002. Students checking into a new room may
pick up their keys at the Office of Residential Life upon their return.
Hours of operation are as follows: 

Friday Jan. 18, 2002 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Saturday Jan. 19, 2002 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Monday Jan. 21, 2002 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Tuesday Jan. 22, 2002 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Wednesday Jan. 23, 2002 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 



DE A R PA R E N T S,

As we sat down to share our
thoughts with you on the start of a new
Wesleyan year, our minds, just like
everyone else’s, demarcate before and
after September 11th. It is likely that our
lives will forever be that way. We will all
remember where we were and what we
w e re doing at that horrific moment in our
h i s t o r y.

Two weeks before: Arrival Day. A
long awaited event for the Class of 2005
and their families went off without a hitch.
You met roommate(s), had your first taste
of Wesleyan hospitality, and your students
settled in to meet the challenges pre s e n t e d
to them by a dedicated and inspiring
f a c u l t y.

Our daughter Laura, class of 2001, is
working on Capitol Hill in Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C. Our son Michael, class of 1998, is
working seven blocks north of what was
the World Trade Center. Dual-city
concerns and cell phone activity was the
n a t u re of the day. We can’t help but think
that they would have benefited from the
re s o u rces and support of the We s l e y a n
c o m m u n i t y. But, this is the first year since
1994 that we haven’t been privileged to
have a child attending Wesleyan. We hope
for your students and you, that your years
at Wesleyan are as memorable and
inspiring as ours have been and that
Wesleyan helped to ease your student’s
outrage, anxiety and loss. 

Since September 11, 2001, all of you
have received several communications
f rom the University re g a rding We s l e y a n ’ s
response to the events that we, our
c o u n t r y, our world face. We have heard
f rom parents who take comfort in
knowing that the University faculty,
administration and staff are sensitively
p roviding help that students need to deal
with this unparalleled tragic event. It is no
surprise that Wesleyan handled the eff e c t s
with speed, thoughtfulness, and
s e n s i t i v i t y. On behalf of all parents, for all
of our students, we offer thanks to
Wesleyan. 

As we all tried to get back to a
“normal” routine, we hope you enjoyed
being with your students at
Homecoming/Family Weekend. A g a i n
we must thank the University community
for quickly adapting programming in light
of 9/11. We hope you will agree that the
right balance was struck between the
spirit and intellectual and cultural
diversity that defines Wesleyan with
p rograms that drew from Wes experts to
specifically address 9/11 and its
a f t e r m a t h .

In this, our last year as cochairs of the
P a rents Council, we look forward to
collaborating with all the parents who will
carry on the important programs and
practices of the Parents Council.
R e m e m b e r, as parents, there are many
ways to contribute. Call any of the
telephone numbers you find in
PA R E N TLI N E and share your thoughts. Give
of your time, whether locally or on
campus, to the Wesleyan community who
has and will continue to provide so much
to your students and to you.

Ken and Dara Gordon, P’98, ’01
Executive Committee Cochairs

PA R E N T S WE L C O M E D T O

RE G I O N A L WE S L E YA N EV E N T S

Each year Wesleyan events are
scheduled around the world to bring
alumni, parents, and friends together in
their local regions. These events run the
gamut from presidential receptions to
faculty talks, from museum exhibitions to
baseball games. Parents are welcome to
attend all these activities, so when you
receive the next invitation to a local
Wesleyan event, please plan to join other
p a rents, alumni, and friends and build
local Wesleyan connections.

Want to get involved?
If you’d like to help plan local

Wesleyan activities, you are welcome to
join your regional steering committee.
Committees in several regions around the
country gather together three or four
times a year to plan activities, and they
would be delighted to have parents join
them to help coordinate these activities. If
you wish to join a local steering
committee, please contact Director of

Alumni Programs Linda Secord at 860-
685-3003 or lsecord@wesleyan.edu. Yo u r
assistance would be truly appreciated. 

WE S L E YA N PA R E N T S AD M I S S I O N

CO M M I T T E E WA N T S YO U!

Connecting with parents is what
P a rents Council is about. The A d m i s s i o n
Committee is particularly re w a rd i n g
because parents connect with incoming
p a rents and students. We welcome your
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

The Admission Committee focuses on
p rospective students and newcomers. We
welcome new families as soon as they
receive their acceptance letters. We
p rovide information for the undecided,
and we greet families on Arrival Day. We
host events at parents’ homes and serve
on panels for parents to field questions
and share experiences. 

This spring, more than 75 pare n t
volunteers contacted parents of newly
admitted students. The feedback on both
sides was great—incoming pare n t s
a p p reciated the expertise of parents who
“had been there,” and parent volunteers
made connections with incoming pare n t s .
On Arrival Day this fall, seven pare n t
volunteers helped welcome new parents. 

We also participate in pare n t - o r i e n t e d
events at WesFest, the spring weekend to
welcome prospective students and their
p a rents. We conduct a candid pare n t s ’
panel where new and prospective pare n t s
may ask questions that aren’t covered in
the literature. They receive honest and
helpful information.

F i n a l l y, we help train volunteers at
Volunteer Weekend. Volunteer Weekend is
a great opportunity to meet new pare n t
volunteers, work with staff to learn new
ways to foster community at We s l e y a n ,
and continue to promote this fantastic
school far and wide.

P a rents at Wesleyan are not outsiders.
The University encourages us to
contribute our efforts, voice our concerns,
e x p ress our enthusiasm, share our
experiences. There’s a good reason that
kids at Wesleyan are such interesting and
engaged young people—their gene pool!
So please participate in the Pare n t s
Council. We’ll be delighted to meet you!

Joan Cohen P‘03
Admission Committee Cochair
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TH E PA R E N T S CO U N C I L

The Parents Council was instituted in 1994 to help pare n t s
communicate with the University and among themselves, and to
assist Wesleyan in providing the best education and experiences
for its students. Membership is open to any parent who wishes to
participate. The council receives administrative support from the
d i rector of parent programs, Office of University Relations.

PARENTLINE

Christine Ridout, P‘04, Editor

Meg Zocco, Director, Parent Programs

Frantz Williams, Assistant Director of Parent Programs

Camille Dolansky, Assistant to the Director of Parent Programs

Questions, comments, or suggestions should be sent to: 
PARENTLINE, Wesleyan University, 318 High Street, 

Middletown, CT 06459 • 860-685-3756 • parents@wesleyan.edu
For more information visit: www.wesleyan.edu/parents

AD M I S S I O N CO M M I T T E E, CO C H A I R:
Joan Cohen (Parent ’03)
Andover, MA; 978-475-5646
E-mail: joan@imp.net

AD M I S S I O N CO M M I T T E E, CO C H A I R:
Jamie Schwarzfeld (Parent ’03)
Pelham, NY; 914-738-1679
E-mail: schwarfeld@aol.com

CA R E E R RE S O U R C E S CO M M I T T E E,
CO C H A I R S: 
Susan and Lynn Rotando (Parents ’03)
Fairfield, CT; 203-259-9841
E-mail: lrotando@cmogroup.com

PA R E N T S FU N D, CH A I R: 
Richard Crockford (Parent ’04)
Holliston, MA; 508-429-8701 
E-mail: richard . c ro c k f o rd 2 @ v e r i z o n . n e t

PA R E N T S CO U N C I L, CO C H A I R S:
Dara and Ken Gordon (Parents ’98, ’01),
Larchmont, NY; 914-834-1345
E-mail: dgordon@cloud9.net

PA R E N TLI N E, ED I T O R:
Christine Ridout (Parent ’04)
Wayland, MA; 508-358-2012
E-mail: cridout@mediaone.net

SP E C I A L EV E N T S CO M M I T T E E,
CO C H A I R S: 
Carol and Jim Blann (Parents ’04)
Hartsdale, NY; 914-723-7671
E-mail: jim.blann@aexp.com

SP E C I A L EV E N T S CO M M I T T E E,
CO C H A I R S: 
Ellen and Arthur Sinkman (Parents ’05)
New Rochelle, NY; 914-632-0690

I M P O R T A N T D A T E S

FALL 2001 FIRST SEMESTER

DECEMBER

10 Monday Classes end
11–16 Tues.–Sun. Reading Period
17–21 Mon.–Fri. Undergraduate final examinations 
22 Saturday University housing closes at 12:00

p.m.

SPRING 2002 SECOND SEMESTER

JANUARY

18 Friday University housing opens for all
students

21 Monday Course registration begins for
students returning from leave, new
exchange students

22 Tuesday Enrollment Day, undergraduate and
graduate

23 Wednesday Classes begin
MARCH

2 Saturday Parents Spring Program
8 Friday Mid-semester recess begins at the end

of class day
25 Monday Mid-semester recess ends, 8 a.m.

MAY

7 Tuesday Classes end
8–12 Wed.–Sun. Reading period
13–17 Mon.–Fri. Undergraduate final examinations 
18 Saturday University housing closes at 12 p.m.
23–26 Thurs.–Sun. Reunion & Commencement 2002
26 Sunday 170th Commencement


