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Dear Parents, 

My new office in South College is crowded with boxes, books, and papers. It reminds me very much 
of the first time I arrived on this campus, full of fears and hopes for the adventure about to start. 

In my own case, my hopes were more than realized; in fact, Wesleyan opened so many new avenues 
to me that my very sense of possibility changed. I learned that the future isn't so much to be wished 
for as worked toward, and that I could develop the intellectual tools that make the effort more 
rewarding, and even fun. 

As Wesleyan's 16th president, this is my hope for our entering and returning studentsñthat they are 
similarly transformed by their experiences here.

I know of no other college where the linkages between intellectual life and the world beyond the 
campus are so vital and central to educational purpose as they are at Wesleyan. Learning here means 
finding out what you love to do and getting better at it, so that you can continue meaningful work 
after graduation. It was the connection between college education and life beyond the campus that 
motivated much of my own learning as an undergraduate, and afterwards. As president, I intend to do 
everything I can to strengthen these links and make them more visible both at Wesleyan and in the 
larger communities of which we form a part.

With its open curriculum, Wesleyan makes it easy for students to follow their interests; most students 
already sample courses widely across the curriculum, and many choose to double-major across 
disciplinary boundaries. Moreover, study that combines subject matter and approaches from across 
disciplines has long been a hallmark of Wesleyan education at least for the half-century since the 
College of Letters and the College of Social Studies were founded. Still, we can do more to encourage 
students to think broadly as they plan their courses of study. 

An important initiative this year concerns advising, which is crucial to student success in an open 
curriculum. Wesleyan faculty are deeply committed to their role as advisors. Where other schools use 
requirements to force students to sample courses in areas they may find challenging, Wesleyan 
depends on student enterprise and faculty guidance to develop individualized courses of study that are 
both broad and deep. Last year, the faculty redistributed the pre-major advising load so as to give each 
faculty member fewer advisees and more time to spend with each student. The faculty also have 
developed guidelines for their colleagues and for students to enable them to make the best use of this 
time. Wesleyan's goal is to provide the resources that can make advising successful for both students 
and faculty.
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