Hartford Public Library

500 Main St.

Hartford, CT 06103-3075

[image: image1..pict]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: 
Brenda Miller, manager Hartford History Center

Email: 

bmiller@hplct.org

Telephone:
(860) 695-6347

Author and Playwright Beverly Coyle Explores Wallace Stevens’ Letters at Library’s Hartford History Center

June 12, 2007… Join Beverly Coyle on Thursday, October 18, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at Hartford Public Library, for an evening exploration of the relationship between Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Wallace Stevens and writer and editor of the Cuban literary magazine “Origenes” José Rodríguez-Feo. Letters between the two men spanning the years 1944-54 provide an intimate look into the lives and thoughts of the older, more practical Stevens, writing from Hartford, and the much younger and dramatic Rodríguez-Feo, residing in Cuba. Presenter Beverly Coyle, author, playwright and member of Yale University’s Divinity School faculty, is co-editor of the book, Secretaries of the Moon, the Letters of Wallace Stevens and José Rodríguez-Feo. This Hartford History Center program is being held in conjunction with the library's 2007 One Book showcasing the novel, Dreaming in Cuban by Christina Garcia. 
In addition to these co-edited letters, Secretaries of the Moon, Beverly Coyle’s first scholarly work on Stevens was accepted by The Publications of the Modern Language Society (PMLA) when she was still a graduate student.  This work became the book A Thought to be Rehearsed: The Study of Aphorism is Wallace Stevens’ Poetry which was published in the young scholars on modern poetry series -- a series conceived and edited by A. Walton Lizt for UMI Press. Beverly’s next publication was a collection of short stories, The Kneeling Bus (Ticknor and Fields; Penguin.).  She subsequently wrote two 
critically acclaimed novels:  Taken In (Viking; Penguin) and In Troubled Waters (Ticknor and Fields; Penguin).  In Troubled Waters was a New York Times “Notable Book” (1993) and a “Ten Best Novels” selection, named by the American Library Association in 1994.  Coyle’s first play Parallel Lives, co-authored with journalist Bill Maxwell, is an autobiographical story about growing up in the last days of Jim Crow segregation.  The play premiered at American Stage Theater in 2003.   Her second play A Man and A Woman and A Blackbird is a semi-finalist in the Eugene O’Neil 2007 Summer Conference. Two more plays, The Smoking Gun and Clear the Room are in development with director and actor, Judith Ivey.   A professor emeritus after twenty-three years at Vassar College (where she was named the Mary Augusta Scott Chair for seven years), Beverly took early retirement to write but was recently invited to teach several courses in fiction and drama at Yale Divinity School.   She lives in New York City with her husband Henry Ross.  A sixth generation native of Florida, she returns often to her home state to visit and write.

 
This program is free and open to the public. Parking is available on the Arch Street parking deck adjacent to the library at 500 Main Street. The Hartford History Center is located on the third floor of the downtown library. For more information, call the Hartford History Center at (860) 695-6347.  Information on additional library programs and services are available online by visiting www.hplct.org.
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