Generative Al Guidelines for Senior Honors Theses in Art History 9/23/2026

The value of senior Honors theses in Art History lies in the depth, rigor, and academic integrity
of the work. Accordingly, the Art History Program does not permit the use of large language
model Al tools in senior Honors theses. This includes the use of Generative Al transformer-
based models such as ChatGPT, Gemini, NotebookLM, Claude, etc. The use of chatbots to
conduct substantial elements of one’s research, including interpreting or summarizing literature,
is likewise prohibited. (For questions regarding the use of such tools for translating foreign
language texts, please consult with your tutor; the presence of any Al-powered translation must
be cited clearly as such in the thesis.) Al-powered writing assistants such as Microsoft Co-Pilot
and Grammarly are not allowed. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your thesis tutor or the
Honors coordinator should you have any questions. We will ask you to sign an affirmation upon
submission of your thesis in the spring confirming that you have abided by our Al policy.

We understand that what’s allowed here may differ from other courses and other departments. If
you are unsure about whether or how you can use a particular GenAl tool, discuss with your
tutor or the Honors coordinator. Remember: Using Al tools isn't just about following rules. It’s
about developing your skills as a thinker, researcher, and ethical communicator in an Al-
integrated world.

You may not use GenAl for

Generating outlines for chapters or portions of the thesis

Submitting writing generated by Al

Editing writing in terms of grammar and style

Skipping the reading and relying on Al summaries

Using research tools like Elicit to pull out claims, methods, or findings from articles or
other sources.

Please note: Wesleyan’s Honor Code, Regulation 2: Plagiarism, now defines it as: “...the
presentation of words, ideas, images, data, or research that are not your original work without
citation. This includes words, ideas, and images generated by artificial intelligence...”



