​THE DEPARTMENT OF ART AND ART HISTORY

APPLICATION FOR MAJOR STATUS

THE ART STUDIO PROGRAM

Architecture, Digital Media, Drawing, Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, 

Printmaking, Sculpture

The Art Studio Program enables students to become fluent in visual language, and its analytical and critical vocabulary, and the rigors of its technique and method, as a means to explore intellectual issues and human experience.  To this end, students learn technique while searching for a personal vision, beginning with basic studies in drawing and introductory art history, proceeding through study of various media, and working toward the successful completion of the major's comprehensive requirement - the presentation of a one-person exhibition in the spring of the senior year (Senior Thesis).  The program seeks to reflect the diversity of technical and intellectual approaches practiced in the field of art, and is open to interdisciplinary experimentation as well as traditionally focused studies.

Students majoring in art studio must satisfactorily complete a minimum of eleven courses in the department

including two semesters of Senior Thesis:

· Drawing 1 (ARST 131) and one Art History as early as possible;

· Four (4) additional studio courses of which at least one must be in any of the three-dimensional area (sculpture or architecture);

· a minimum of four (4) Art History courses, students are required to take courses in 3 of the 5 Art History designated areas of study: The Americas; Europe; East Asia; South Asia; Africa. The fourth course in the Modern category. 

· Two semesters of Senior Thesis Tutorial 

Majors are required to fulfill their general education requirements as described by the University guidelines, since all are required to complete a senior thesis for honors.

In the final year of study, each student will develop a thesis, a focused body of work, and mount a solo exhibition.  The exhibition provides a rare opportunity for the student to engage in a rigorous, self-directed creative investigation and in a public dialogue about his/her work.  In some concentrations, thesis students share responsibilities for monitoring/operating studios.

At the time of application for major status the prospective major consults with a studio faculty member, in the proposed area of study, who is willing to serve as an advisor.  Together they devise a program of study for the final two years.  Admission to the major requires a minimum academic average of B and an average of B+ for at least three courses in the Department of Art and Art History, two of which must be in the studio program.  You must also have successfully completed Drawing I and at least one Art History course.  In addition, some professors require successful completion of a second level course in the proposed area of study.  Please discuss this with your proposed advisor.  

A major is obliged to consult with his/her advisor and receive approval for off-campus study, leaves, or addition of a second major.  Off-campus study in the senior year is not encouraged and requires additional approval of the program director.  Majors are expected to take at least two (2) semesters on campus in their area of concentration.

Course work taken outside of Wesleyan by a matriculated student must be approved in advance by a studio faculty member, and a portfolio review is required in order to transfer credit.  Students transferring to Wesleyan who wish to receive credit toward the major for art courses taken at another institution should seek approval from the Department of Art and Art History prior to enrollment.  A portfolio review is required- - transfer of course credit for the major is not automatic.  Advanced Placement credits in art studio are not accepted.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Preliminary

As a first-year student, try to take two courses in Art and Art History.  Drawing I (ARST 131) is the primary introductory course, but others are possible (Sculpture 1, Photo 1, Architecture 1) without a prerequisite.  Make contact with professors in the studio program and begin discussion of the possibility of majoring.

As a first-semester Sophomore, take one or two additional courses. Discuss your plans to major with a professor with whom you have studied or with one who teaches an area which particularly interests you.

Spring of Sophomore Year
1. Using a copy of your academic history and the Department of Art and Art History Course Projection Chart, plan your program.  Make an appointment to meet with the professor in charge of the area in which you propose to major.  Together with the professor, review your plan.  Make tentative arrangements for your own off campus studies, professors' sabbaticals, etc.  Also discuss your academic program, particularly in regard to progress toward complying with the requirements for General Education.

2. When a professor agrees to serve as your advisor and potential senior thesis tutor, submit to Rhonda York a clean copy of your:

· Major Application and Planning Worksheet

· Copy (unofficial) of your academic record printed from your portfolio

In addition you must declare your major online in your portfolio as well.

3. At the Art Studio Program faculty meeting, scheduled prior to the deadline for declaring a major, your qualifications for the major will be checked and your application will be discussed.  The studio faculty members will counsel the advisor and discuss your prospects for success as a major in the department.  This meeting will also serve the purpose of acquainting the full studio faculty with incoming majors.  Your application to the major may be accepted, denied, or in some cases deferred.  Double majoring, planned study abroad or off-campus, sabbaticals and leaves, etc. for advisors and other issues will also be discussed.

4. If your prospective advisor and the department are willing to accept you as a major you will be informed that you have been accepted online.  Your advisor will make special arrangements for your advising if he or she plans a sabbatical or leave.

5. Once accepted, you will receive a letter from the program welcoming you to the department. You will then be added to the roster of majors.

6. You are obliged to inform your advisor in writing of any important change in your general program, plans for study abroad or off-campus, or the addition of a second major.

ART STUDIO PROGRAM MAJOR - PLANNING WORKSHEET

Name:
  ________Tuong Nguyen_________________________________ 
Date:    8/1/2022


Telephone:  ___(816)739-9836__________________________________

Wes ID:   378519
Wes  Box:  ___92886___________________________________

Medium: Time-Based Media
E-mail:  ___tcnguyen@wesleyan.edu_______________________

Grad. Sem/YR:__Spring 2024____

Do you anticipate double majoring?
__________No______________________________________

If you have been accepted as a major in another department, what is your other major? __________________

Art Courses Completed and Projected

Using the faculty course projection for both programs, list Art and Art History Department courses you have taken AND plan to take during the next 4 or 5 semesters to complete the major. Art Studio Program majors are allowed to count up to 14 credits in Art Studio (16 counting senior thesis tutorial) toward the 32 credits required for graduation.  One tutorial may be counted toward the major. Teaching apprenticeships are not counted as major credit.
Required averages:

Overall Average: Minimum 85
Wesleyan Art Courses: Minimum 88.3
REQUIRED COURSES

	Course
	Semester
	Grade

	Art History (Geographical):

#1: Epic and Indian Visual Culture

	Fall 2021
	A-

	#2: American Modernisms

	Spring 2023
	

	#3: Italian Art and Architecture of the 16th Century

	Spring 2023
	

	Art History Modern
#4: Currents of Post/Minimalism
	Fall 2022
	

	Studio

ARST 131 - - Drawing I
	Fall 2021
	A- 

	3-D: Sculpture I
	Spring 2023
	

	#2: Photography I
	Spring 2022
	B+

	#3: Video In Context
	Spring 2022
	A

	#4: Intro to Time-Based Media
	Fall 2022
	

	Thesis: 
	Fall 2024
	


	ADDITIONAL ART & ART HISTORY COURSES

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Faculty member agreeing to advise:
___________Ilana Harris Babou_______________
To be filled out by Department after the Department meeting considering applications:

1.
Accepted

Denied

Deferred

Date of Decision:
Notes:

2. Special Planning considerations (leaves, sabbaticals, off-campus study, etc.)

Notes:
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