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UNSETTLING CITIZENSHIP:
Naturalization ,  Indigenous Dispossession ,

Queer Reading

Cur ren t  deba tes  abou t  c i t i zensh ip  and na tu ra l iza t ion  in  the  U .S .
focus  on  immigra t i on ,  obscur ing  o ther  h is to r i es  o f  na tu ra l i za t i on   
tha t  have  been cen t ra l  t o  the  rac ia l ,  sexua l ,  and  co lon ia l
imag inary  o f  the  federa l  s ta te .   Drawing  on  in te rd isc ip l inary
queer  approaches  and arch iva l  research ,  th i s  t a l k  t races  a
genea logy  o f  the  fami l i a r  na tu ra l i za t i on  ce remony no t  th rough
immigran t  h i s to r i es ,  bu t  t o  ear ly  twen t i e th-cen tu ry  s i t es  o f
ind igenous  d ispossess ion .
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