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four strains of are of Cervical Cancer Vaccine

Human Papillomavirus, which can lead to cervical cancer,

more liberal. not distrusting doctors, having internet

was approved. Media coverage increased in response to both access and being exposed to local news are signiticantly

associlated with HPV and vaccine awareness.

vaccine approval and legislative discussions about the vacc.

Several studies have explored depth

Fumher of HRY WVaccine Related Aricles, January 2008 — December 2007

® Value=No
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*This model gives no evidence that residents of states
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of HPV knowledge. but very few with more legislative activity (defined as those who pass-
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investigate what raises awareness ed a school-entry vaccine mandate or an education bill

Countt

about the vaccine) are more aware than others. However,
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Female Distrust

TX Vacc

of this disease. Even tewer consider

| | iimsienl [lantldis Doctors TX residents were more aware, likely due to the unprece-
media environments across the coun- ~=———————"———""— n State A + _ _
. dented media coverage (the governor mandated the
B ;. | YRR Variable CC Vacc HPV | ‘ |
try, mcluding particularly heated discussions in X, and vaccine for school-entry, which was later overturned).
felectwe efjiI:OSl;Te factors (eg..,l\sgrengthiot llldeﬁli’g}’) Ihﬂt may Female 1.390*** 1.273*** *Despite lag in time between our content measure and the
tributed to awar | t tvpicallv. others hav o 5
1ave contribute ?f}“ areness. Most typically, others have | (0.1 593* (0.1 533* survey, exposure to HPV-info in local news sources still
noted awareness difterences by race [1.2.3]. gender [1.2.3] Years of schooling 0.132 0.166 a | + .
| o 0.0305) (0.0318) had an etfect on awareness. Both constraints of the info.
and socioeconomic factors [1.3]. (0. - . » +
Conservative 0. 158* 0103 environment and citizen attention to news seem to matter.
| (0.0814) (0.0826) *Though debate over the vacc. was portrayed as being
Liberal 0.194** 0.213* _, ‘ - I _
(0.0980) (0.104) btwn social conservatives and wmn's health advocates.
Logistic regressions were run to assess the impact of _ ’ ' . seiison = aware of the vace:
| 2 2 > P | owrtrust ih doctors _0 358** _0 578%* conservatives seem no more aware of the vaccine and
independentvariables upon our constructs of iterest. and (0.164) (0.168) were in fact less likely than liberals to be aware of HPV.
predicted probabilities were calculated (binaries fixed). Exposure to nat'l news 0000818 0.000218 Future Research
Data (0.00136)  (0.00139) *Future iterations will include content info from 2008 thru
| o Exposure to local news 0.00871**  0.00579* e s N ‘ ‘ ,
by Knowledge Networks (n=1216 participants) in June and Internet Access 0.521*** 0.384** *Future research should investigate the influence of
July of 2009. (0.1358) (0.160) television and other news media on public health
MNewsnaner-content data waseollocted 3 )G < ' - awareness. Additionally, examining the role of Merck's
Newspaper content data was collected 1n 2006 and 2007. Two Tifale 1190 1188

major papers were selected for each state (with exception of E

and DE. in which only 1 paper was collected), and two national

papers were considered (USA Today and The New York Times).

All articles about HPV or cervical cancer vacc were coded.

Measures/main constructs

e Awareness of HPV and the cervical cancer vaccine were
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assessed by asking, “Have you ever heard anything about a

2
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vaccine which prevents cervical cancer?” and “Have you ever

heard of the Human Papillomavirus or HPV?”
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*News exposure variables are a multiplicative function of

newspaper reading freq. and volume of HP V-related articles.
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*“Low trust in doctors™ was assigned 1f R trusts docs to do
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Predicted Change In Awareness

Change in Awareness
*From Varying IV from 1 SD Above to 1 SD Below Mean, or **From 1 (yes) to O (no)

2328

Standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01 ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
Controlling for age, agesquared, TX residency, nhonwhite-status,
presence of school mandate legislation, education legislation,
teengirl in household, vaccination status, and job in healthcare.
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what 18 right “onlv some of the time™ or “almost never.” . .
= : Cervical Cancer Vaccine

[1beral/conservative range from 1-3 (“slightly” to “extremely”
I Yrs Education®

liberal/conservative), with value O representing moderates as

Exp. to Local News*

B icrnet Access**
I Female**

Frobahilities calculated by warying exposure variables for female respondents holding all other variables at their means or modal values.

well as the other side of the political spectrum.

advertising campaign 1n relation to news media coverage

could be truittul: how much influence does news have

when compared to advertising? This research could have

implications for future public health initiatives.
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