A LLa Ronda

A Senior Thesis Production

by Claire Whitehouse
Presented by the Theater
Department

Wesleyan Univetsity
Patricelli ’°92 Theater
February 27- Match 1% at 8pm




A LLa Ronda

This play is adapted from the book Circle of Love Over Death by Matilde
Mellibovsky, translated by Matthew and Maria Proser in partial
fulfillment of Honors Thesis in Theater.



Director’s Note

In January of 2013, I decided I wanted to adapt and direct a
play about the Madres de Plaza de Mayo for my thesis. I was getting
ready to study abroad in Argentina, and in researching its history I
was struck by these women’s relentless performance of resistance
against the brutal dictatorship that disappeared their children. I 3
thought their story would make a good play. /

S

Then I lived in Argentina for five months. I could no longer
view the Madres as far-away symbols of the fight for justice. They
were now representatives of people I knew, people who had lived
through history that I could not begin to imagine. Their story was not
my story to tell. I was a foreigner, and I had no right.

But we have to talk about it. And we don’t. In high school, I
never once learned about twentieth century Latin America. We in the
United States do not study the region of the wotld where we have the
most influence, where our country has had a hand in supporting
oppressive regimes. By ignoring the disappeared, not just in
Argentina, but also in Chile, in Peru, and all over the world, we
disappear them a second time.

We have to talk about it, and not just in legal documents and
statistics of violence. We need to find ways of relating to the foreign
dead and foreign survivors as fellow human beings. So here is our
attempt, from the only point of view we have—that of American
college students. We tell the only story we are capable of telling, )
reading the testimonies of the Madres as collected in Cirvle of Love
Over Death by Matilde Mellibovsky and trying our best to understand i
their words. Thank you for coming along
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